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in the matter the The 


States of america, the French Ree 
1 


ic, the United Kingecom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Sovict 
Socialist Republics against Hermann Wilhelm 
Gocring et al, Defendants, sitting at Nurnberg, 
German m 3 April, 1946, 1125-1300 hours 
Js i s , ’ 
Lord Justice Lawrence presidi 


THE PR'SIDENT: The Tribunal has read ane considered every one of the 
documents produced by Dr. Horn on behalf of the defendant Ribbentrop and the 
Tribunal rules 

I will only refer to the documents to which no objection was taken, where 
the Tribunal rejects them, that is to say, documents to which n> objection is 
taken or allowed with the particular exceptions which I makee 

‘ith reference to the documents to which objection was taken, the Tribuna: 
rejects numbers 12, 4 t3 to i It allows document 62. It reject 
documents 66, 67 anc 6 ! -Llows cocument 70 t rejects documents 72, 73, 
Te It rejects documents 76 to 81 inclusive. ants document 82. It 

cs cocument 85. It grants documents 84 to 87 inclusivee It rejects 
documents 88 to 116 inclusive. It rejects documents 118 to 126 inclusivee 

document 127, It rejects documents 128 to 134 inclusive. It reject 
135 to 148 inclusivee It rejects documents 15 nd 142 It allows 
documents 155 and 156. It rojects documents 1 
ment 161. It allows document 162. It allows document 164— It allows docu- 
to 183 inclusive. It rejects document 184. It allows documents 
186. It rejects document 191. It allows document 193 and 194. It 
rojects document 195, paragraphs l, 2, 3, and 4 It grants document 195 
paragraphs 5, 6, 7,,8, 9. It rejects documents 196 and 19 a 198 Tt 
rejocts document 204. It rejects document 2 t grants the whole of 
nent 208 It grants document 210. It 


an’ document 212. It zrants document 213, 
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It rejects 215-A and Be It grants “ocument 217 and 220. It grants documents 
221 to 245, except document 238, and it also excludes all comments contained 
in thos documents. It rejects document 246 to 269. It rejects 270 and 271. 
It rejects 275. It rejects 276, It grants 277 and 278. is to 279, the 
Tribunal would like Dr. Horn to inform ‘them what that document is because it 
is in the copy that they have got it is unidentified. That is 279, Dr. Horn, 
in book 8, I think. 

DRe HORN: “his document Nx. 279 contains the non-a¢gressi-n pact between 
Germany anc the USSR, “ated the 23rd of August, 1939, and I wish to hand a 
copy of this document, which has been attested to, tc the Hizh Tribunal. 

NT: Will you repeat thate 
The document contains the coneagzression treaty between Cerman 
and the Soviet Union, dated the 23rd of August, 1939. It contains the text of 
that treaty. 
ESIDENT: Yes, well, then that will be allowed. 

280 and 281 are granted. 282, 283, and 284 are rranted. 285 is rejected. 
286 to 289 were withdrawn, 290 was withcrawn. 291 is granted. 292 is rejecte 
293 is granted. 298 to 305, inclusive, are rejected. 306 is granted. 307 is 
rejected. 3808 is granted. 309 and 30984 are both rejected. 311 had already 
been ruled oute 213 is eranted. 314 is rejected. 317 is granted. 318 is 
rejected. ‘Jell, 312 is granted; it had not been objected toe 

Dre Horn, I do not have a note of 315 and 316; are they asked for? 

DR. HORN: 315, Mr. President, is the reproduction of PS-1834, and has 
already been submitted and need not be asked for again. 

THE .TRESIDENT: . Does that apply also to 316, Dr. Horn? 

DR. HORN: 316 is also a PS number and need not be resubmitted for 
that reason. 

THE PRESIDENT: ‘ell, then, thot denls with all the numbers, I think. 

DRe HORN: I will tispense with Noe 312, and instead I wish to ask for 
317. 317 contains an affidavit. 


317 is grantede 
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DR. HORN: Thank you, Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT: Now, Dr. Horn, will you deal with the ones which we have 
left in, as far as you wish to deal with them If you wish to comment upon 
any of the ones that we have allowed, you may do so nowe ʻe do not desire you 
to do so but, if you wish to do so, you MAY e 

DRe HORN: May I say, Your Lordship, that me exnosition will be very brie 
but may I ask that I may present my exposition at a time to be determined by 
the High Tribunal so I ean prepare myself and need not take up your time? All 
my documents are attached together and it would take rather lonz for me if I 
wull try to set forth my exposition now, rather than >resent my selection 
later. Vill you please rule on a time when I may make my presentation of 
these documents? 

fell, that possibly would conclude your case, would it 
DR. ai Yos, Mre President. Thon I will have concluded my case and 
will need only a relatively short period of time to comment briefly on some 
the documents but not on all of them, of course. 

THE i RESIDENT: If Dre Nelte is reacy to go on with the case of the 
tefendant Keitel, the Tribunal suggested you probably might be able to deal 
shortly with your documents at two o'clocke 

DR. HORN: Thank you, Mr. Presi“ent. 

THE PRESIDENT: would that be agrecable to Dr. Nelte? 

OR, HORN: I will consult my colleague Dr. Nelte. 

Dre Nelte has just advised me that he is leaving the Tribunal room to 
pick up the. documents and then he ean proceed with the presentation of his 
case immediately, 


THS PRESIDENT: Very well, 





| 
wan NM 
Apr=3-Li-RT-7-1 H0100 -0005 


(Dr.Nelte returned to the court room.) 

THE PRESIDENT: Dr. Nelte, the Tribunal is much oblige! to you for 
pr-senting your argument now, 

DR, NELTE: (Counsel for the Defendant Keitel): I would like to begin 
my case, Mr. President, by summoning the Defendant to the witness-stand. I 
Shall interrogate him, and the documnts which I will need and will use in this 
interrogation, that list of Cocuments was submitted to the High Tribunal. yes- 
turday; and I hope that those documents are at your disposal so that the 
Tribunal will be able to follow my questions, to the service of our mutual 
best interests, 

THE PRESIDENT: Then you will call the Defendant Keitel, 

DR. NELTE: Yes, ir. Presicent, 

(The Defendant Keitel took his position in the witness=box, ) 

WEILHEL. KEITEL, one of the Defendants, took the stand and testified 
as follows; 

BY THE PRESIDENT: 
Q Will you state your full name? 
Wilhelm Keitel, 
Will you repeat this oath after me; 
I swear by God the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the 
whole truth, anc will with-hold and add nothing, 
(The witness repeated the oath, ) 
THE PRESIDENT: You may sit down if you wish, 
DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. NELTE: 

Q Please describe your militery career for me, bricfly? 

A In the year 1901, the beginning of March, I became a candiuate for 
officer, jt the beginning of the First World War, in 1914, I was the Regimental 
Adjutant of my Regiment, I was wounded in September, 1914, and in the beginnin 
of November I became chief of a battery of my Regiment. After Spring of 1915 I 
served in various General Staff capacitivs, first of all in higher command 
positions, later as a Gencral Staff officer of a Division. Towards the end I 
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i 
was in Flanders with the Navy, Then I volunteered and entered the Reichswehr, 


Beginning with the year 1929 I was Abcilungsleiter =- chicf of a division in 
the Reichswehrministerium, That was the Ministry of War. There was an inter- 
ruption 1933 to 1935. On the lst of October, 1935, I was chief of the Wehrmacht 
Department (“‘chrmacht Amt) of the Reichswehrministcrium, That was Chicf of 
Staff of the War Ministry. During my survice at the front I became Generalnmz jor 
at that time I led an infantyr brigade, On the Ath of February, 1938, surp- 
risingly, I was appointed chief of staff, which was called by the Fuchrer. 
Chief of the OKW -- Oberkommando cer Wehrmacht. On the lst of October, 1939, 

I became General of the Infantry and subsequently to the campaign in the Weat 

I became Field Marshal. 

Q Vere you a member of the National Socialist Party? 

A No, I wes not a member, According to military law I could not become 
`a member, 

Q But you have the golden Party emblem that you roecvived, What is the 
background of that? 

A That is correct, In April, 1939, Hitler presented this golden emblem 
of the party to me, and at the same time that the Commander-in-Chief of the 
army, General von Brauchitsch recvivic it. The Fuchrer said it was to be a 
commemoration of the larch into Czechoslovakian. The golden emblem wis dated 
the 16th and 17th of March, 

Q In the year, 1944. the military law changed so that active soldiers 
could become members of the Party, what did you uo at that time in this respec! 

à That is correct, In the late summer or autumn of 1944 the Vehrgesetz 
(military regulation) was changed to the extent that active soldiers could 
become Party members, àt that time I was invited to join the Party, I was 
asked to submit my personal Gata, in order to be enrolled on the Party member- 
ship list. At the same time I was asked to send in a donation of money to.the 
Party. I sent in my donation, but to my knowlecge I did not become a member, I 
never reccivec a membership card, 

Q In what way did you participate at Party functions? 
A In my position I accompanied the Fuchrer almost constantly and I 
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participated several times at official functions of the Party. §f I may cite 
an cxample, I was present at the Party rallics in Nurnberg, also when the 
Winter Help campaign was inaugurated I was present at those festivities; and in 
accordance with orders, on the 9th of November every year, together with a 
representative of the Party I had to be present at the graves of those who had 
died on that day in 1923, I had to attend the Service in thcir memory. That 
was in memory of the conflict in November between the Party and the Wehr: icht-—= 
the armen Forces, 

às far as internal conferences or meetings are concernec, of the leacer= 

ship of the Party, I wont to say thet I never attended any of these meetings 
or gatherings, as the Fuehrer hac told me that he cid not wish my presence 

at those meetings and gatherings. For example, on the 9th of Novembcr every 
year I was at Munich, but never participated in the gatherings which the so 
called Hoheitstraeger (bearers of sovercignty) of the Party attended, I never 


attended those meetings, 
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Q, What decorations did you receive during the war? 

During the war, in the winter of 1939-190 it must have been, I 
reccived the Knight's Order to the Iron Crosse Other German war decorations 
I did not receive, 

Q Do ypu have any son? 

I hac three sons, who served at the front as officers during this 
war, The youngest one died in battle in Russia in 1941. The second was a 
major in Russia and has been missing in action, and the oldest sons, whe was 
a wajor, is a prisoner of war, 

Q at the beginning, in order to facilitate matters, I would like 
put the following basic questions to 

What basic attitude did you a soldier, as an officer and a general 
toward the problems virith which you came in contact in your capacity and in 
the nature of your work? 

I was a soldier, and that I was a soldicr by inclination 
and conviction, For more than Ll years without inter rruption I served my coun- 
try and my people as a soldier; and I tricd do my best in the service of 
my profession, I believed that I should do this as a matter of duty in a reste 
less effort and in the complete surrender to those tasks which came to my 
lot in ny many and diverse positions, I worked ceaselessly under the Kaiser, 
under President Ebert, under Fieldnars! von Hindenburg, and under the Fuchrer 
adolf Hitler, I worked the sane y ler all of then. 

Q What is your position and your view 

às a German officer, I believe it to be ny duty, first of all, to tak 
responsibility for what I have done, even if it should have been wrong, I an 
grateful that I may have the opportunity here and before the Geran people to 
give an account about those things, such as what I was and about my participa- 
tion and my part in those things which have taken place, Whether guilt or cir- 
cumstances brought about by fate is something that is hard to diffcrentiate 
but one thing I do consider impossible, That is that the man in the highest po= 
sition and the leaders and the sub-lezders at the front should be charged with 
guilt and the highest leadership should reject responsibility. That, in ny 
opinion, is untrue, and I would consider that undignified., I am convinced that 
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the large mass of our brave soldiers were basically decent, and that where the 
boundarias of what is permissible were oversteppe our soldicrs acted 

good faith and in the belief of military necessity, and that they wer 

by the orders which they received. 

Q The Prosecution, in connection with the presentation regarding vio- 
lations of the laws of war, crines against humanity, repeatedly points to or- 
ders, to documents, which bear your nanc., lany so-called Keitel orders, Kei- 
tel decrees, have bee bmitted, Now n o examine and prove if and how 
far you and your activity are connected in a guilty and origina 1 sense with 

happenings or the results of these ord what can you say, or what do yo 
wish to say to this general accusation? 

It is correct that there are a nwiber of orl_rs, instructions and 
directives with which my name is connected, and it is also to be admitted that 
such orders nany tines presents deviations from the cxisting in ternational la 

On the other hand > are a group of cirectives and orders which did 
not rest on military base motives but on Weltanschaulich, or ideological 
points of view, and in this connection I an thinking of the group of 
which before the campain in Russia were issued, and those which were 
subsequent to that time. 

about these orders? 
I can say only that as a matti f basic principke,f things 


which resulted and my 


sicnature, I asswaic thi ssponsibility which is resultar on my position. 


Furthe wre. for those offices and divisions and branches of the OKT whic 


were subordinate ) ne ee: mic responsibilit in i as it is based on not- 


official capacity to be put in line with a legal po- 


Fuehrer decree of february 8 my position is clearly set 
£ orth ~ 


T 


I an showing this decree to you so that you can re-faxiliarize your- 


self with the text, 


In this decree, Paragraph Onc, you will find "the authority o¥er the who: 
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Wehrracht, of which from now on I personally take over the supreme command", 
circumstances or conditions as they had 


5 


tained up until that tine? 
Up until that time we had a commander in chief of the shrnacht, That 
s Ficldmarshal von Bomberg, anc. besides that there was supreme commander 
1, according to the constitution, that was the head of 
case, Hitler, With the doing away with or the resignation of vo Blonbere, thei 
only one commander in chief, and that was Hitler, 


y 


From that period of time orward, he himself carried out the authority 
to issve orders to all three arns o: > Wehrmacht: tho arny, air forces 
he himself personally conducted this power of command, 
on directly" and that was to cstoblish unequivo- 
cally that any intermediary positio ir i rders were concerned, did 
exist from that period of tine on but that orders were to issue directly 


that the 


the various parts of the Wehrmacht, 
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It also says here "Direct and Fersonal Orders". That toc had its 
contents and manin:, for the word "lersonal" was to show and was meant to 
exptess that--I should like tc say "Deputizing" of this power was not to be 
had in any evente 

I assume therefore that you never, when you signed, said, "In 
Leputy" or, "As Deputy"; that you never signed your orcers that way? 
I co not remember a single case in which I ever signed, 

"In Vertretung", that is, as ceputy And according to military principle, 
if the question of a deputy hac arisen there could only have been one person, 
anc that would have been the next rankin: officer. 

é In paragraph two of this decree it says, "The »ehrmacht office 
in the Ministry of war, which has existed up to that time, will now come 
under my direct decrees and orcerse" What does that mean in relation to 
the staff which was now formed? 

The Supreme Commander of the Wehrmacht had his military staff 

in the Wehrmacht Amt, in the Wehrmacht offices; that is to say, in the War 
Ministry, anc this Wehrmacht amt was taken over by Hitler as Supreme Com- 
mander, and Hitler took over this body as his military staff. And with 
the doing of this this staff was to be his personal working staffe At the 
same time, with the elimination cf the post of Supreme Commancer of the 
Wehrmacht the Reich War Minister was also done away withe There was no 
War Ministry and no Minister of War as they had existed in the previcus sense 
And with this it was clearly seen, just as Hitler wanted it to be seen, that 
between him and the various parts of the Wehrmacht, so far as the command 
channels were concerned as well as ministerial functions were concerned, that 
there was to be no bearer of office who was to be in a position to issue 


orders indepencently. 


t 


; then after this decree was issued you were known as the Chief of 


the OK, anc that was a new office which was taken over by youe Will you 
please clarify whether this term "Chief of the OKW" is correct; that is, 
whether that which it seeme} to say to the cutside was actually the case? 

I must sayat this point that just now for the first time I realize 
that this term in its abbreviated form does not really pply to me, For the 


exact meaning one should have said, "Chief of the Staff of the High Comand 


12s IMM 
H0100 -0011 


001 





3 Apr-V~PMR-9=2 
of the Wehrmacht", and not the abbreviation, "Chief of the OK", for from 
documents submitted by the prosecution I gathered that the "Chèf" was 
interpreted as if I was a Commander Befehlshaber, that is, someone who 
could have issued orders. And that of course is a conclusion, it is not 
right; itwas neither a position of my being able to issue orders nor as 
been assumed or has been assumed that it was a sort of position 
of a chief of a general staff. That is not correct either; I was never Chief 
of the General Staff of the Wehrmacht. It was the very clear wish of the 
Fuchrer to have all power of orders andcommanc in his own person, to have 
those powers rest with him. nd that is not an ideal which I am establish- 
ing subsequently, but these things he mentioned to me and defined clearly 
on several oecasionse ‘fartially amc in onnecticn with those things, he 
told me repeatedly he could never put these ideas through with Blomberg. 
In my possession here I have a document submitted by the rrosecu- 
tion, a declaration put down by Field Marshal von Brauchitsche 
serhaps I might add a word cr two. Iwas discussing the fact that 
it was not a position of Chief of the General Staff which I occupied, for 
asic opinion and view of Hitler was such that the commanders in chief 
Wehrmacht branches each would have his own general staff, anc that 
‘ic not want that the High Command of the Wehrmacht, with the inclu- 
the Wehrmacht Operational Staff, to take over the functi fa 
general staff. Therefore in practice with the Operational Staff of the 
Wehrmacht branches, where it was carried on in that manner, there in the 
of the Yehrmachte=which waspurposely kept small--a working staff 
established for Hitler in that way fcr strategic consultation, let us say, 
anc for special missicnse 
Then when Field Mershal von Brauchitsch said in his affidavit-- 


which I mentioned a few minutes ago cdo you consider what he said correct? 


TO 
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It says here, "It Hitler had decided to reach his political ains through 
military pressure or through the using of military means of power or to support 
his ains in any way, the Commandor=in-Chicf of the army, if hc was to parti- 
cipate in this, first of all received his instructions orally as a rule or 
received an order in accordance with the plans. Thereupon the OKH operation 
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deployment plans were worked out after they had been submitted to Hitler 
ally first as a rule, has been approved by hin, and then a written order of 
the OKW went out to the various branches of the Wehrmacht, is that correct? 
Yes. In principle it is correct so far as the final formulation of 
the mission with which the cormzanderseinechief of the army were charged, in 
that it took place in the forn of a Weisung (directive), as wo called it; and 
on the basis of the already sumitted and approved plans, This work was done 
in the Wehrnacht Fuehrung Stal (Wehrmacht Operational Staff), which wasn't an 
independant unit when giving out orddrs, and did not treat matters independent- 
ly. But the iJehrmacht Fuchrung Staf and ook part in the approval of some 
of these proposals and fornulated ose id which were then carried out by 
Hitlor as Cormancerminechicf, i/e mitted these orders, so to speak. 

Q Then I have an affidavit by Lt. Col, Halder which deals with the 
same subjecte You know this affidavit number one, and for the purpose of evi- 
dence I an submitting affidavit number one by Halder, and I wish to use it at 
this tine, It has been submitted by the prosicetion. The prosecution subnitted 
a further statement on this without assigning a special number to it, and this 
Supplement deals with the basis for the organization of the German Wehrmacht. 
That is the tittle of this supplementary document, 

THE PRESIDENT: Is this the document which you say the prosecution offer- 
ed in evidence but didn't give a number to: 

lr, rresident, this document was given to us by the prosecu- 
tion, I believe by the american prosecution. We received it on the 26th of Nos 
vember 1945. I don't know == 

THE PRESIDENT: You mean it never was deposited in evidence by the prose- 
cution ? 

Dik. NELTE: I do not believe I can decide -n that, I assuic that a docu- 


ment which is submitted to us is submitted at the sane tine to the High Tribuna 
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if not as evidence then for official notice, anyway. 


THE PRESIDENT: 


not an affidavits; 


rican prosccution,. ånd as I 
the organization OK, and s 
THE PRESIDENT: Have you fot 


Di. NELTE: No, it is not in the 


the disposal of the High Tribunal, It 
cdocunient. 

Wre DODD: If I could sce it I 
miliar with it, It is probably one 


defense but which we cid not actually 


than once, I think, in the carly days 


might be 


what is the cocument? Is it an affidavit or not? 


it is really a composition by the Ance 


prosecution against 


it in your document? book 


docunent book, for I asswied that was at 


is, ir, President, just a very snall 


ble to be helpful, I am not fae 
docuacnts which we submitted to the 
use in evidence, and that happened more 


of the trial, 
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DR. NELTE: Mr. President, I am just referring to a single paragraph. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yese 

DR. NELTE: I am referring to just à small paragraph and I would like to 
quote this brief passage. Perhaps through that we can obviate submitting 
this material, 

THE PRESIDENT: Are you offering in evidence the whole of the affidavit? 
I don't mean at this moment, but are you proposing to offer it? 

(Dr. Nelte nodded). 

You are? 

DR. NELTE: I assume the Prosecution has already submitted ite I am 
just referring to it, your Honor, 

THE PRESIDENT: The whole affidavit? What is the number of it if it 
has been submitted? 

DR. NELTE: This affidavit does not bear any number. 

THE PRESIDENT: It has not been submitted if it hasn't a number on it, 
then. It is suggested to me that possibly the Halder affidavit was offered 
and then rejected, 

DR. NELTE: No, Your Honore At that time a series of affidavits were 
submitted -- affidavits by von Brauchitsch, Halder, Hausinger, and several 


others, other generals who are interned at Nurnberg,and all of these affidavits 


had no exhibit numbers, None of these affidavits had any exhibit numbers, 


MR. DODD: This affidavit was put in by the United States as an exhibit. 
I don't have the number handy, but I think it was submitted at the time 
Colonel Telford Taylor submitted the case on behalf of the Prosecution against 
the High Command and the OKW. This Halder affidavit, the first document which 
Doctor Nelte referred to, is not an affidavit. It was a paper submitted to 
the Tribunal and to the Defense by Colonel Taylor. It set out some of the 
basic principles of the organization of the High Command and the OKW wholly 
before he presented his part of the case. It is really just the work of our 
own staff here in Nurnberg. 

THE PRESIDENT: Doctor Nelte, as the document you are referring to, not 
the Halder affidavit, appears to be a mere compilation, the Tribunal thinks it 


shouldn't go bn as an exhibit, but you can put a question to the witness upon it 


7030 





3 ApeLIniesiadO and 1162 | MAIN 
H0100 -0016 


BY DR. NELTE:? 

š 9 In the compilation which you have before you the Prosecution asserted 
the following: after 1938 there were four divisions, that is, OKW, High 
Command of the Wehrmacht; OKH, High Command of the Army; OKL, High Command 

of the Air Force; OKM, High Command of the Navy; and each had its own 
General Staff. 

What ean you tell us about that? 

A I can say only that this is not correct, and the explanation which I 
have already given as to the function of the High Command is not in line with 
that. There were not four departments like that; there were only three; 
the High Command of the Army, the High Command of the Navy, and the High 
Command of the Luftwaffe. The OKW, the High Command of the Wehrmacht, was 
not an independent department, as I have already stated. The commanders-in- 
chief of the various Wehrmacht branches were commanders who had the authority 
to issue orders and use this power over these troops which were subordinate 
to theme The OKW did not have the power to issue orders, Neither did it 
have any troops which were subordinate to it and to which it could have 
issued orders. Therefore it was not correct, if I recall the speeches of the 
Prosecution, when the expression was used that "Keitel was commander-in-chief 
of the Wehrmacht," I am mentioning it only to emphasize this point. 

Furthermore, in connection with the document which has been shown to me , 
I would like to refer to the last page. There is a diagram on the last page. 
I would like to call your attention to that diagram. 

DR. NELTE: Mr. President, this diagram shows the Wehrmacht and its parts. 
Tt isa diccrammotie exposition of the entire Wehrmacht and its various parts, 

THE WITNESS: I believe therefore, and I feel I should refer to this 
diagram briefly, that just this diagram was the reason for the misleading 
belief, for hers the High Command of the Wehrmacht is designated as a special 
department or branch It is shown as such on this diagram, and as I have 
stated before, that is Wronge 

% What was your task in this military sector as the Chief of the OKW? 

4 First of all, it was a vital task of mine to present the Fuehrer with 


documents, with a large group of reports which he desired, That is, in 
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connection with the evaluation by the Wehrmacht Fuehrung Stab, I had to 

‘ 

supply the necessary material and information to him. I would like to say that 
the Wehrmacht Fuehrung Stab in this connection carried out the function which 
one might term -- that this staff gave Hitler immediate and close relations 

to the General Staffs of the various branches of the Wehrmacht and attended 

to these tasks. 

Beyond that, a great wealth of documents and evidence and material of 
an allied nature which were demanded daily was a second function, all 
conferences in which the commanderseinechief of the various Wehrmacht branches 
participated and the csiefs of their staffs and the Chief of the Wehrmacht 
Fuehrung Stab, As a rule, all of these men were present and had to be 
present, for on those occasions immediately a series of oral orders was given, 
and these orders, in line with military principle, wer. later on confirmed in 
writing. Only in this way could we prevent mistakes or misunderstandings that 
would arise, that is, through the confirmation of these orders to those who 
had already received oral orders, It was put down clearly in writing. This 
is the aim and meaning of the order. 

‘ Now, as to the orders which were sent out by you, how were they signed 
by you? 

* It is correct that this form of orders and directives almost without 
exclusion were signed by me, and indeed they were orders waich had already been 
given and which, in military channels, had already been transmitted and were 
being acted upon. There W2S, as can be seen from the tremendous amount of 
material on hand, the form which I msde it a matter of habit to uses; that is, 
after a few preliminary words I always said, "The Fuehrer has therefore 
ordered." Is the large majority of cases this order wes no surprise, For 


the deprytns=ts tereiving this order it was nothing rew to trem, It was only 


a confirm-iien. Ang ia a swnilar way, althcugh this was not organizational, 


as far as direstives and orders were concerned, I had these matters dealt with 
under my supervision and transmitted them. In that way, I should like to point 
out especially, I in no case sent through orders without having shown this 
order again to my commander=in-chief, in order to make certain that I had not 
misunderstood him or that I was issuing something which, and I would like to 
emphasize even in the verbatim, did not have his approval. 


Q There was another category of orders and directives -= 
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May I perhaps adda few workds? 

Please das 

In order to clarify mis-statements the documents which are at issue 
here, those which Hitler personally signed had a heading "The Fuehrer and 
the Command-in-Chief of the /ehrmacht." There are some exceptions in which 
such cirectives were signed by me, and I would like to explain this matter as 
to how this came about. 

Even in this case the same applies, that these directives which had 
corrections entered by Hitler personally now were piven to még and somehow 
the Fuehrer was nrevented from signing himself and I signed, but never as 
deputy but always "as per instruction." Thon matters took their course, as 
have already described them, in the form of directives which were signed by 
mes and I would like to mention also, if a series of documents under the 
heading "Chief of the OK." appeared there might have been some change in that, 
as "Ae Jodl." I would like to say that it can be shown almost automatically 
that I did not happen to be there at the time; otherwise I would have signed; 
and I would like to say that he was the recognized Chief of Staff who, accord- 
ing to military regulations, had to sign these matters. 

Qe The memorandum which you have before you contains the following 
sentence: "The OKW agreed or contained in itself the activity of a staff and 
of a ministry. We were concerned with those matters which previously the 
Reichs Jar Ministry had treated in its capacity and which had been taken over 
by OK." 

Please clarify the ministerial function of the OK. 

Ae This formulation as sct down in this document is not exactly incorrect 
or untrue, but in its vital points is open to misinterpretation, for it wasn't 


at all such that the OK/ exercised all functions which the Jar Minister had 


exercised in prior years, snd that these functions all were taken over by the 


OK/. Many functions which the ‘Jar Minister in his capacity as minister and 
responsible for them and as responsible to the various parts of the ~‘ehrmacht 
and their commanders-inechief, this minister covld decide, and did decide those 


matters which I never received authority to deal with as Chief of the Oki. 
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The following things happened at that time: all of that which in this connecte 
ion had the authority to issue orders and who had authority of which the 


Fuchrer did not himself wish to take up personally or take over personally -- 


that was, as far as jiecisions were concerned, given to the commonders-in-chief 


of the various parts of the Jehrmachte 

I would just like to touch the subject briefly and give you a few ex- 
amples, from memory, vital examples. For examples the nersonnel records of 
officcrs, the decision on complaints, matters of budget and acministration, 


jurisdiction of the courts arc some of the functions which the Minister of Jar 
hac had and which went over to the supreme commanders. Questions of officials 
and concerning the rights of the officials -- these are some of the things I 
have mentioned. I could mention quite a few others, but I wanted to point out 
merely that where decisions had to be made, such as if the official was to he 
dismissed, not the Chicf of the OK.’ could make that decision but the Commander 
sse nowcrs were given to them, and certain reservations were made 
with the Fuchror, those reservations which the Fuehrer wished to kecp for him- 
ame time some of the other spheres of the command posts of the 
chrmacht were limited in subsequent and following years, limited in its taske 
through the dissolution of the virtschaft and Rucstung, that is, the economic 
armament department, and an armament minister was created through the 
ssolution of the counter intelligence department, so that only the defense « 
troops was kept up. Everybhing else was deleted My authority was such in a? 
basic questions with which this ministerial scctor was concerned that I was 
obligated in every case to find out the decision of Hitler. I was only free 
from doing this in current matters, and if between the people involved, that 
as an administrative question was concerned == if between the various 
branches of the Jehrmacht my department, which was concerned with these matte: 
hn reached a complete agreement, then in n case like that a decision by Hitl. 
was not necessary; an? I must emphasize again, in summary, that the OK; had n 
jurisdiction of its own, no competence of its own, and thit one can only expr 


it as follows: that Hitler indeed had the functions of the Commander-in-Chie? 
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of the Wehrmacht, ^s well as the functions of Jar Minister, that he had 
these functions unified in his own person, so that an intermediary official 
was to be eliminated at all costs. That is, there was to be no intere 
mediary between him an’ the commanderseinechief of the various Wehrmacht 
branches e 


THS PRESIDENT; e will adjourn now until two 





TO 


EAS transcript of the International Military Tribunal 
n the matter of the United States of america, the French 

Rapubise. the United Kingcom of Great Britain and Northern 

Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics against 


Hermann Wilhclm Goering et al, defendants, sitting at Nurnberg 
Germany, on 3 ..pril 1946, 1400-1700, 
Lord Justice Lawrence presiding. 


THE PRESIDENT: Dre Nelte, although the Tribunal did say that they 
` hear Dr. Horn at 2 o'clock, they would not wish to interrupt the cx- 

amination of the cefundant Keitel if you wish to go on with that now. It is 
a matter for you to considur, whichever you like, 

DR. NELTE: Dr. Horn agrees also, that I continue the interrogation of 
Keitel now, 

THS PRESIDENT: Very well, 

UR. DODD: If it please the Tribunal, for the assistance of the Tribunal 


I have ascurtained that the first Halder affidavit, reforred to this morning 


by Dr. Nelte, was introduced as USA Exhibit 931, on January 4, by Colonel 


so 


Taylor; and the second Hale affidavit referred to by Dr. Neltc was introduced 
as USA Exhibit 533, on January 5, by Colonel Taylor. 
PRESIDENT: Thank you, 
NELTE: Mr. President, i! Dodd was kind enough to give me a number 
of the compilation of priciples ganizo P the German Airmed 
has put these copies at my disposal, so that I am able to submit 
to the Court which I now do, 
WILHELM KEITEL--rcsumed 


DIRECT =EXAMIN.A.TION+-continucd 


hac last explained that on the Ath of February, 1938. one part 
competence of the War Ministry was transferred to branches of the 
and another part to t OK, that is, the High Command of the 
In the ccerce which has been mentioned it sa concerning these 
High Command of the Jrmed Forces, OKW, is taking care of the 
affairs of the Re War Ministry, At the same time, the Chief of the OK 
upon my orders, the functions which the Reich Minister of Uer had heretofore," 


a diagram, which I will submit to thu Tribunal, which has 
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already been sent to the Translating Division for the purpose of translation, 
However, I cannot say for sure whether it has alrcady been translated and is 
in the hands of the Tribunal, 

4 The functions of a ministerial nature which were transferred to the 
OKY wore executed by a number of offices, I shell name the most important now, 
incicating their functions, 

First of all, a few worcs about the Wehrmacht Fuchrung Stab, the ..rmed 
Forces Luacership Staff, which, as an office of the j;rmec Forces High Command, 
was coordinated with the other offices conccrning channels of command, and 


la] 


which had a primary position compared to the other offices, ..s the name 
implies, the Armed Forces Leadership Staff was an organ of the High Command of 
the Fuchrer, with which the Furhrer was in personal contact primarily. There 
we find no functions or competence of a ministry, 


Then there was the Gencral irmed Forces Office, Wehrmacht Amt, which 


took care of ministerial and administrstive questions. 
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One could call it a little war ministrye 

Then, the office of foreign cunter-intelligence, primarily administrative, 
but also in part as an assistance in questions of leaders} hipe 

Then, the office for armament and economye I have to point out that in 
te year 1940 this was dissolved and only a small wehr wirtschafts ante- 
economy office--w e ` vhich was mainly concerned with questions 
of supply in various fields which the armed forces neede Gde-fuel, coal, 
gasoline, etce 

Then an important field, that is, supply for the entire armed forces, 
called the Rekruticrung--a central officce-which was more designed to take 
care of personnel questions within the OK. 

Then the judiciary or legal office and a number of other office 
it is not necessary to enurerates 

That was the ministerial function of the OXY. 

THE PRESIDENT re Nelte, I think the Tribunal has followed the 

distinction whichthe Defendant has made betwen the General Staff for the 


High Commend and the position of the OKH; but is it necessary for the 


tribunal to go into all these details? 


I had finished, as a matter of fact, with this section. 


want to put just one more == 
ENT: Before you pass fro this documentthat you have just put 
before the Tyibunal--this diagram--are you desiring to make an exhibit of 
that? 
DR. NELT Iwoald like to submit it in evidence, and it will 
still be submitted in translations. 
THE PRESIDENT: If so, what number willyou give it? You must number 
all your exhibits. 
I would like to number it, Kl, Keitel 1. 
PRESIDENT: YcSe 
K-14, rather. 
PRESIDENT: Who prepared it? 


NELTE: We have prepared it and the presentation department of the 
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Prosecution has reproduced ite The Prosceution also is in possession of that 
diagrame 

THE PRESIDENT: Have you asked the Defendant to confirm that it is correct? 
BY DR. NELTEs 

Q Fieldmarshal, would you please look at it and determine whether this 
diagram is correct? 

A Yes, I recognize the diagrame 

ENERAL RUDENKO: Mpe President, the Prosecution has not received this 
diagrame Therefore, the Prosecution would like, hefore making conclusions, 
to acquaint itself with this diagrame 

THE PRESIDENT: Have you got any more copies of it, Dre Neltc? 

DR. NELTE: Yese I can have them brought up immediately, and I can 
distribute them right awaye Then I would like for the Tribunal to reserve 


‘its decision until the diagrams have been distributed in sufficient numbere 


A (continuing) I recognize this diagram as correct. It does not contain 


the small minor changes which have occurred since the originalereation of the 
OKW, which I have mentioned--changes in armament necessities and so on-- 

3 © 
but it shows the way in which it worked during the last years. 


Go on, Dr. Neltes 


Q In order to terminate this complex of questions I would like to say 
the followings Is it correct that according to this all Keitel's orders, 
which have been designated as such and submitted by the Prosecution, should 
be considered Fuchrer orders--that is to say, orders which were based upon 

rders? 

Yes, that is the correct definition, as a conclusion of what I have 
saido In summarizing, I would like to state that these orders, as I have 
said in the beginning, as far as they are brought in connettion with my name, 
I assume responsibility and have to assume responsibility, because I knew, 
of course, the content of these orders whi I exccuted. I recognize in the 
documents which have been submitted to my my signature, and therefore 
to accept the documents as authentice May I add that as far as I may have 


objections as a soldier or other objections, of course I have mentioned these 
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objectionse In the case of orders for which I thought objections existed, 


I attempted to avoid these orders==to prevent these orders--but I have to 
State at the same time that if the decision finally had been made by Hitler, 


without examining them any more, I had to issue these orders and to cxecute 


DRe NELTES Mre President, before I enter the next part of my questions 
I would like to state the following: 

The Prosecution has accused Keitel of participation in various crimes 
and has deduced this participation from various facts, facts which as such 
were not always to be brought in connection with each other and could not 
always be coordinated. 

The Prosecution has said he had been a powerful and important officer 
of the state. That is included in the Indictment. 

Then the Prosecution said he had beon a ool, a powerless tools and then 
the Prosecution stated that the rclation between himself and Hitler had been 


a rather intimate one. 


> thingse He has to speak some more about the relations 


himself and Hitler. 
THE PRESIDENT: re Nelte, that is what the Defendant has beendoing e 
his relationship to Hitler, and if you want to 
elucidate it further you must ask him further questions. 

Q I only wanted e im speak about the gencral relation to Hitlere 
far it has only been a relation of hi i Would you please tell 
something about the work between you and Hitler? I ask you to be as 

brief as possible and tell us onlv the most necessary facts, but at the same 
time so that we can get a clear pictures 
he cooperation can only be characterized by comparing it with the 
one between a high military commander and his subordinate. In other words, 
ns as I have always had in my career as a soldier toward my 
commanding officer of whos. staff I was a member, From this strictly military 
and soldierly rolation can best be explained the relation between Hitler and 


myself, Of courso it was my duty and my right at the same time to express 
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my opinions, and how difficult that was can only be judged by someone who 


knows that Hitler, after a few words, used to assume the centire conversation 


and to speak about the subject from his point of view alone. It was very 
difficult then, of course, to start speaking about that subject againe 

I have to say that I was quite accustomed by my various positions in 
high staff functions to get around the superior commanders, but the conditions 
such as I have met them here were quite difficulte I was quite unaccustomed 
to it and they surprised me, and not infrequently they brought me into a 
state of uncertaintye That can only be understood if one knows that Hitler, 
in military or soldierly questions--if I may say it very carcfully--was a 
man with extensive plans of reforms and considered me with my thirtyseven 


years of sorvice as a soldier of the old school. 
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Q Was that the some during the war or do you refer to old times, I mean 
times before the war? 

à During the war these contrasts were moderated by the events; by the fact 
that the actuality of all events limited mannerisms and therefore these things 
cid not come to the foreground, But, on the other hand, it was doubtless so 

hat Hitler in his discussions, in his briefing discussions, had a compartively 
large circle of about twenty people around and speaking in tcrms of a soldier, 
in military terns, without consiccration stated his criticism ond his accusat- 
ions, as a rule against pcople who were not present. I have taken the part of 
the absent person as a matter of principle because he himself could not defend 
himself, is a consequence I received all the accusations or criticisms and my 
training as a soldicr forced me finally to exert a great deal of reticence 
because as an officer anc before younger subordinates one cannot protest to a 
superior or utter any objections or protests. To protest before a number of 
personalities, regardless of what rank, was unbearable to the Fuehrer, One 
could only try to speak to him personally about these things and clone, 

Q Were you of the conviction that you had Hitler's confidence? 

A I could not say defiately, I have to admit frankly thet Hitler's con- 
fidence in me was not without resurvations and today I know sufficiently wel 
that there were many things concerning which he had never spoken frankly to me 
and nover took me into his conficunce, It was definatcly so that Hitler, as 
far 2s ola soldicrs were concerned at least, hac a strong suspicion, They were 
products to him, of an old and ancient dcescent school anc in this sense to us 
olc solciers he was a man who brought revolutionary iduas into the Wehrmacht 
anc into armed training anc frequently that lec to a most scrious crisis, I 
believe I do not have to elucidate as to that. The worst thing, however, was 
that this lack of confidence manifested itself in one form, that is he always 
believed that I was in a sort of conspiracy with the Gencrals in the army be- 
hind his back anc that I supported them against him, Perhaps that wos a cons- 
quence of my habit of dcfending them in their absen “nc in various circun- 
stances that led to extraeorcinary difficulty and serious crisis, 

Q Much will cepend on finding out in which manner your work with Hitler 
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can be evaluated, how far you could be considered his collaborator or advisor. 
Could you tell me whether Hitler, such as is cone otherwise in close collab- 
oration, discussed his plans with you? 

à To that I have to answer no, in general terms, It dic not agree in any 
woy with the whole personalityof Hitler to have advisors of that kind, that 
is if you call an acvisor somebody who gives advise. I was an advisor, of 
course, in the sense of presenting a great number of military clemcents from 
long cxperience as an officer but not in the form of an acvisor to help formu- 
late a cecision, those for-rvaching decisions which are Coubtlicssly meant here, 

as a matter of principle the formulation of a decision was preceded by 
weeks or months of evaluntion, During that perioc sometimes for cays one had 
But as far as the main point was concerned, 
the decision itself, there he cic not except any influcnce and thercfore it 
was always so that the final answer was, "This is my decision and nothing can 
be changed about it." That was the manifestation of his position, 

Q But if there were different iepartments which were competent for these 
decisions, weren't there any discussions together, any conferences? 

i No, I cannot remember or recall that any one of the rvally important 
decisions after the year 1938 had ever been formulated within the community of 
a confcrence, say between the politicians and the soldicrs or ministers because 
it was the peculiarity of 4Colp Hitler that each department and each chief of 
a cepartment was heard alone and Hitler made use of whatever he could get out 
of these men and to find some clement from then that could be used in the elab- 
oration of his plans, But it is not as it may scem if onc looks at the docu- 
ments here of minutes of conference of generals, of mectings and similar things 
with a list of those present, Never cic such a meeting have the character of 
a deliberation, That is quite out of the question, If the Fuchrer had an icea 
a certain trend of thought anc if for various reasons he thought that there were 
ideas opposed to his he took that as a reason to explain his thoughts before a 
larger circle to clarify it. In other words, deliberations within these circles 
anc when these mectings took place never existed, I have to acc that the ex- 
ternal form in which these things took place was so that, following the military 
example, the oldest general, the highest ranking general, rcported, Then he 
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sat down, the Fuchrer arrived, talked and lift. Nobocy in such a situation 
could have the possibility or could have found the cnergy to say anything. To 
use just one word for it, anc I certainly do not exaggerate, it was the issuing 
of an order but not a conference, 

Q To come to a different subject, the Prosecution has asserted you had 
been a member of the Reich Government, What co you have to say about that? 

A I never belonged to the Reich Government, I was never a member of the 
cabinct anc I have to state that I never became a minister but as it is expre- 
ssed in the decree of 1938 -- he had the rank of Reichsministor. 

Minister. The expression "Minister" is, of course, simply intended to mean 
with the rank of Minister, There wis a good reason for that, 

is to the question which has been mentioned frequently by the prosecution 
that I had the rank of a Minister, I have to clarify that by szying that I put 
the question when the decree was issucc with whom I hac to deal, with the State 
Secretary or with the Minister and Hitler said: "If you deal on my orcers with 
other departments of the Reich then, of course, you can only do that with the 

nk of a Minister," That is the explanation for that expression in the 


decree =~- he has the rank of a Reichsminister, 
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Q Did yous in the headquarters, with other important personalities, 


such as Ribbentrop, Rosenberg, Speer and Sauckel, did you have any conferences 


with them? 

A The visit of ministers or of plenipotentiaries at headquarters was 
following a certain plan and very seldom lead to the simultaneous presence 
of several of them, Generally, it was so devised that everyone was coming 
at a certain time, I was informed, of course, generally, that the Foreign 
Minister was there, or Mr, Speer, or the Plenipotentiary for Manpower Sauckel, 
but oly in case of purely military questions I was called for conferences 
which the Fuehrer had with these gentlemen alone and I could name examples 
for that, but as it has been mentioned during the interrogation of State 
Secretary Steengracht, it would be wrong to believe that these gentlemen 
who came to headquarters would have formed a sort of small cabinet. Hitler 
dealt with and spoke to actually everyone of these officials alone, gave him 
his orders, and sent him away with these orders, and it certainly happened 
that on the way home, these gentlemen mgy have paid a visit to me, mostly 
with small questions and asking small favors which I could do for them, or 
with the order to forward a decision to those military officers who had to 
know about ite 

Q In conclusion of that chapter, I would like to know whether the 
expression, which is included in the indictment, "intimate", whether that 
is correct in describing the relations between you and Hitler, privately or 
officially? 

A TI have found the "intimate" in the Indictment and I asked myself 
what made anybody think so and if I shall be quite frank, I can only answer 
that question by saying that nobody ever heard from a single word about the 
actual conditions and the difficulties that I have had, I kept quiet about 
theme "Intimate", == we call these relations =- I don't know if the English 
translation "intimate" expresses the same thing which we call "intim" «= 
that is to say, a relation of confidence, of frank statementse That did not 
existe I have characterized it before already, that it was not in keeping 
with Hitler's mentality to stand on an "intimate" footing with his older 


generals, amongst whom I was the eldest, independent of the formal relations 
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which had formerly been, sometirles fo? weeks amd months, just the form that 
was kept The relation has never gotten to where one gould classify it as 
that of a close advisor or a close assistant and such as I had known it from 
my many positions on staffs. I must say that with which I am then concerned, 
I have been faithful and loyal and I always considered it my duty in my 
position and I have also to say that a sincere relation based npon personal 
understanding and confidence never existed. It was always a correct relation 
but it was military, official, and never went beyond that. 

& By the decree of the lth of February 1938, a Secret Cabinet Council 
was established. According to the content of that decree, you are supposed 
to have becn a member of that Cabinet Council. In order to save time, I only 
want to ask you: Do you confirm the statement made by Reichsmarshal Goering, 
from your own knowledge, that the establishment of that Secret Cabinet Council 
was only for reasons of prestige and that Cabinet Ccuncil was never constituted 
and that it never had a session? 

A I can only answer, never. 

DR. NELTE: Mr, fresident, I should like to take the opportunity =- here 
is the English translatione I come now to the questions of the Reich Defense 
Council -='"Reichsverteidigungsrat." In the session of the 23rd of November, 
the prosecutor has submitted in eviconce as proof for the rearmament and the 
active participation of the Wehrmacht, of the Armed Forces, in the planning 
of wars of aggressione Submitted, aong others, is the document EC-177, which 
was designated -s "Meeting of the Reich Defense Council of the 22nd of May 
19330" I have to say that I have taken the translation from the transcript and 
I am not sure whether the expression "Reichsverteidigungsrat" -= Reich Defense 
Council -- was translated correctly. Et says in the transcript that it was 
a meeting of the com itee, the working committee, For your orientation, 
may I say that tns “elchsverteidigungsrat" was supposed to be a sort of 
ministerial forum arc $1.5 butside of it there existed a working committee, 

A second docunsnt L5-\IF was submitted, a meeting of the same 
organization on the 7th çf March 1934; and a third document 2261=PS dealing 
with the appointment of Dre Schacht as Plenipotentiary for the Economy, 


BY DR. NELTEs 


A 


Q Beyond doubt, you have been active in questions of National Defense, 
a” AOE R 
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I ask you, therefore, to state your: position as to whether these meetings in 
which you participated and which you have conducted, were concerned with the 
preparations for war and rearmament, 

A One moment, pleasee From the very beginning, as long as we were 
Concerned with these things, as long as it was a committee of experts from 


which everything else evolved, I have been active in these affairs and I my 


speak of myself as the founder of thet committee of experts of the ministry 


for the purpose of coordination with the War Ministry. As Chief of the 
Department of the Orsanization of the Army, in the winter of 1929 and 1930, 
that is, three years before the time when Hitler came to power, I have formed 
that council, that committee after the Chancellor --= I believe it was Bruenig-- 
and the Prussian and Reichsminister of the Interior Severing had consented to 
it, and there was always the Deputy of the Minister Severing present to make 
sure that nothing happened there which would have been in violation of the 
Treaty of Versailles, That work was very difficult because no minister and no 
chief of the department was obliged officially to carry out the demands of 

the War Ministry or the army and it was purely voluntary. Consequently, the 
work went along with great difficulties and very slowly. We dealt in this 
committee of experts, which convened perhaps twice or thres times during the 
year; and if I may sumrize it, we dealt with the problem, "What assistance 
can we get from the civilian departments in order to free the small army of 


one hundred thwieand soldiers for purely military tasks?" 
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cepartm 


I have to 


unsel", 


misuncerstoocd,. Each member 


superior competent for 
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Vu 


colleacues, according 


nse Counsel. Therefore 


Lar Minister, now the others, are 
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obligec to carry out" that anc that. Especially in paragraph 3 the plans 
were mentiorec, The plans, in other words, have preceded the mobilization 
book, which is the final stage while these plans were in the intermediary 
stage, I would say in the year 1933, 
Then, about the meeting of the 22nd of May, the final wors which 
have been emphasized here by the Fr-secution concerning the secrecy, whe 
I have said, "Such, as the minutes, incluce that nothine written should 
pile up on the cesks of the ministries which could lead to objections at 
the disarmament conference at Genera. That is true as I have said it, 
and I have said it because those experts told me that, with the exception 
of a small crawer in the desk which could not be locked, they cic 
any place where they could safecuard the documents, and because tl 
Reich ‘ar Minister von Blorberg, who ha? been in Geneva almost two years, 
at the disarmament conference, cave me thedefinite orcer before that meeting 
was held to emphasize these things because people in Geneva were surrounded 
with a large number of agents who were only waiting to be able to pres: nt 
proof that, in spite of the negotiations for isarment, things were going 
on which represented violations cf the Versailles Treaty. 
I have given you themobilization book for the civil acministration. 
It is document 7S-1639. It has been submitte* in creer to prove that we 
are confronted here with the plannin: of aggressive warse Wouk you pleas 
expl<in tc us what the purpose of this book was? 
I have already reported that ət an earlier stage, curing the years 
132, 133e Tho various ministries hed so-called working schecules which in- 
cluded seme sort of check lists, anc in the course of years, of course, 
a number of new tasks have been acted to those listed, and that le’ to this 
mobilization bock for the civil administrati n, the stucy of which would 
certainly not produce anything which would have anything to o with strategic 
or operational prepartions for ware On the other hanc, I am not in a posie 
tion to prove that everything which was in this book would rever have been 


useful in military operations which may be called aggressive war because one 
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could say that most of these measures would not show, in the cases of mobili- 
zation, whether it is a measure for tho defense or a measure which is necessar 
for an aggressive actione That coù? not be determine: But I believe I can 
say» because I, myself, personally have engaged in this work more than anybody 
else, that there was no reason at all to burden the civilian experts with 
strategic questions of military planning ond I believe that doesn't cven have 
to be proved. 
I have this mobilization book here 
I do not wish to bore anybocy bv citing points i are of a defenscive 
nature or the increase of the border sunnlii men es against the interrun- 
tions of the railroa:l traffic, and similar thin-es. 2 of the most important 
chapters, if I remember correctly, with which we cecupied ovrselves “urine 
four or five of these sessivns, was the question of evacuation of territories 
close to the border, so thut, in casce of a war, we should not fall into the 
hands of the enemy. This problem of evacuation was one of the most difficult 
ones, To determine the border region which can be evacuated is one of the 
ifficult decisionse 
I want to say one more thing about tho Reichsverteidigune Ausschi 
splementing the things which I have express: sfore, until the year 
1938, at no time has there been a mecting or a session of the Reich Defense 
Counsel. That is to say, the minis’ rs who were superior to the committee 
never, not a single time -= I would have to know 
et meeting, I believe already in the month of March, 1933, the resolutio 
beon taken to give these ministers the resronsibility of a Teich defense 
counsel and to oblige them to tako over these sks in the interest of the 
f the Reich, and, of course, i » to finence them, == that was the 
main purnc the Reich defense counsel never had a meetirrte 
matter of fact, the minutes which have been presented for the 
time from '33 to '38 are then mectin:s committees ; you know that eight 
days ago minutes of meetings of the Reich defense counsel havo been submitted; 


one meeting or assembly, supposedly, was in November, 1938, ani the other one 


in March, 1939. Unfortunately, I have not received these locuments, but I 
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have looked at them and you have seen then also. Can you explain to us how 
it came to these meetings and what they mean? 
ie I only want to say a few words after the explanation which Reichs- 
marshal Gocrine has already given. In September, 1938, the Reich Defense 
Law, which existed until then, since 1935, and had not bee 
be changed for the reason that the Reich Defense 
the function of the Reich .'ar Minister and commancer in chief of thc 
forces, and that office did not exist any morce I was with the Reichsna:snal 
Goering to discuss with him how to fina a new basis for this law, which until 
then had existed without having b 1 published. That law of the fall of 1938 
had a number of supplementary points compared to the ola onc, anc perhaps 
I will have a chance to mention the tetails later. Among other things, here, 
lso, the Reichsmarshal Goering was the leputy of the Fuchrer, whereas before 
Reich ‘or Minister, 
discussion in November, 19 
by the Reichsmarshal in order to vr sent this non-npubli a law and this 
which was not supposed to he published, but to present it to a circle 
seventy or more people, to whom the Reichsma shal explained the purpose 
of 


Speeche Discussions of any kind did 


d. 


~ / t b 4 


not take place beyond that speech, ond one cannot speak of j S a meeting, 
definitely, of the Rei dei > counsele 

You also showed me the second cocument of the meeting 
Defense counsel the othor day, Reichsverteidieung | the minutes 
that meeting of sumer, 1939. 


A 


ñe That was called here, and I believe it was also the secon’ meeting 


of the Reich defense c uisel,. I can exnlain that. 
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I called a mecting of tho con ittee and, of course, Reich arshal 
Goering, and the schedule was presented to Goering and the names of the people 
who were to be invited ei irs Goering let me know that he would come 
himself and he would extend the circle to include a number of people who would 
be presente This discussion, therefore, was hased on a definite agondas 
concrete questions were brought upe It is, however, remarkable that according 
to the list of those present, the members of the Roich Defense Council were 
only representedby a very small number, although t 
fifty people present. The Reich Defense Cow 

- twelve peopl 
form in which these two discussions or mectings took 
that this was a plenary sessi of tac Reich Defense 
but there were two mectings, and to the extent 


have describede 


Dr. Nelte, the Tribunal think that you might 
little more quickly with the De The Tribunal recall tha 
ys ago that you might submit an affidavit of the Dcfen 


i m+ it 


“in your document book an affidavite You have been over all 
affidavit at very much greater length than you would 
have gone into them if you read the affidavit, and we hope 
able to deal more shortly with thc 
NELTEs 
in ny 
of course, always 
quotedin this procceding and he is tie most often mer 
he is interested in hav: matters clarified wii 
in order to present his picture clearly and decisivelye 
THE PRESIDENT: Well, Dre Neltc, Idon't think it is necessary to discuss 
the matter furthers but the Tribunal have expressed their wishes 


as I am able, I shall comply with your request, Mre 


Presidente 


(The Defendant Keitel resumed th- stand and testified further as follows: 
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BY DR. NELTE (Continued): 

Q You just told us about. the Defense Comsel and its committee, as 
how they differede You must have a clear picture that we are not so much 
concerned and should not be concerned so much, whether decisions were made 
by the Reich Defense Counsel or its committee. We are concerned and interested 

ich actually did take place and whether the things that did 

takc place and happen were in accordance with the assertion and contention 
of the Prosecution, and to that extent I request you to tell me those things 
which you deliberated on in your committece Was it such as to justify 
suspicion that you were cons idering aggressive war? 

A I əm absolutely certain that we are not concerned with the formality 
whether it was the Council or its comittee 9 but the committee was a group 
of small insignificant experts. And we are concerned with those things which 
actually did take placc, what was donc, and with the limitation that in 
the year 193l: and until the autumn of 1935 I was not present at these 
deliberations and discussions, and therefore cannot vouch for every word which 
was spoken at that timee I m Late that any and all things which 
for the preparation of wars in an operational armament or strates 
preparation, such matters were never discusscde 


The Prosecution has labeled you as a mewber of a three-man college 


3 


and as a result of that you are supposed to have had certain obligations or 


s ž aa s Se ala. . -V EELEE E PE | ace me A 
mnands E > UNS Garman ACich oy ment was concerncde I am 


os 


youe In this document you will find regarding 


the Reich Defense Law of 1938, paragraph 5, sub-section l, tho source of the 


term which in itself, of course, is not offi 
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A In the Reich Defense Lew of 1938, in order to limit matters, a 
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general plenipotentiary for administration was esta>lishec. The Reich 

Minister of the Interior was to have this office, and, furthermore, 

as Ssubesecticn Vwas concernedy-=subesection IV for Fost2l and Railroad 
matters, the High Command of the Army wasto have special prefercnce for 

in the case of a moviligetion, they took care of transport and conmunica- 
tions, and this applied in all countriese The Three ien College is a 
concept which I have never heard until just now. It probably refers to the 


eneral plenipotentiary for a 


i 


ministration and economy and the chief of the 
These three were meant, anc therc is no doubt aut that, anc for that 
l since, in line with the Ieich Defense Law, they issued a 


of decrees which were tc when this law was made 
public, and each one concerned had te make the necessary preparations in his 
own sphere, anc this concept of the Three Men Colle se aros 

Then, further, the Frosecution contends i ine with document 


2562 that you were a member of the Ministerial Council for Reich 


Did you become a minister through this appointment ? 


t 


I might perhaps say something first of all about the Ministeria 
Councile When the tinisterial C-uncil was created, all the laws of the Reich 
Defense Council and the Reich 7 mumittee disap,earec Therefore, they 
were never pulishee and never took effect, and the Minister Council for 
Reich Defense, which crivinated in the first week of September 193%, ab- 
sorbec the Reich Defense Council and Committe, andthe Ministerial Council 
was now a small war coumcil. Now a new basis was created, and the decrees 


Which were necessary wcre put into effect throw:h the Ministerial Council 


+ 3 


for Reich Defense after it hac been ercated a officially confirmed. 
was called into this Ministerial Council, I received a chair in this 
group, but I prefer not to cite the reasons. Ther were entirely personal, 
I was never active in this Ministerial Council for iicich Defense, but I was 
anc it was not necessary since in the purely military sector-- 


that is, things with which the Wehrmacht was ec oncernede=the Fuehrer, without 


the Ministerial Council, issued through hs own signature decrees, and t hey 


had the force of law, anc a circumvention by way of the ilinisterial Council 
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through Eerlin was not necessary, mito the question of whether I actually 
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Yecame a minister or received the functions of a minister throuch this 
appointment, I must say, in my opinions Nos; I must deny this. I had no 
right to exercise the functions of a minister. Iwas nly the deputy 
armed forces cf the Wehrmacht in this Ministerial Councile 
A 


It can not be disputed that your name is at the bottom of man 
I y 


laws which were issued tht ycu signed these lawse How can you explain 


of decrees given cut or issued by the 
Ministerial Council Secretariate That is throuvh the chief of the Reich 


Chancellory, Minister Lammerse They were civen to me with 
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the request to sign these al As to the question of the necessity 
of my doing that, I received rmal answer from Lammers +=- so that the other 
reich departments could see thet the Wehrmacht was not excluded from these law: 


3 


and decrees, and that is the reason why I signed these decreese That was the 
reason -= that the ehrmacht was to be included and was to obey these laws and 
decrecse I had no misgivings of sny kind in signing my name. 

The Prosecution further accuses you of being a political genorale 
Undoubtedly you appeared on special occasions. what can you say to clarify 
this coneont, this accusation, and can you tell us how it came about? 

I can readily understané that the functions of a ministcrial nature 
which brought me in contact with Reich ministers an? was necessarily 

everything in the final analysis touched upon the “/chrmacht -= 

might seem to indicate that hac exercised a political function in these 
matterse Similarly, other reasons mi be found. That is whether, through 
my presence, as is shown in many documents, at visits >f state that I was 
present there in such a way and that through that I exercised a political 
function or had political connectionse 

Both counts are untrue, both in the internal ministerial German sense and 
as far as foreign political mitters are concerned, but many things had to be 
regulated and settled. In almost all decrees which the civilian ministries 
issued, the Wehrmacht had to be heard in some way anc this channel of business 
took place in Berlin, where I was with the Fuchrer at headquarters, 
meant that in my many positions in OK. that is, in an easing up of the 
situation there -= I had to work with the various Reich denartmonts and its 
experts, and in that way it came about that decrees of that sort originated, 
to which my position and view and the agreement of the Fuchror had to be 


received through me, anid in that connection I v the person who knew of the 


view of the Hich Commanders of the Wehrmacht and I had te unify all of these 


spheres and aspects j y perso Through my main activities, I was drawn int 
the general picture, into the rencral framework, but I co not believe that thi: 
would justify that the military chief of staff of the Fuehrer should be termed 


a political generale 
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Qe And whet was the foreign political situation and the foreign 
political meeting 

åse As far as foreign politics and policies are concerned, I would like 
to say only and emphasize what the firmer Foreign Minister has already said 
in connection with coilaboration of the lead p of the Yehrmachte If two 
commaniers weres to mo their separate wavs, then it was on one side the ehr- 
macht and on the other side foreign politics and especially uncer the influenc 
of the Fuchrer. The Fuchrer was against collaboration or the exchange of 
thoughts. He kept us in separate camps, so to sneak, and wished to wrk with 
each separately and alonee I wish to emphasize that most emphatically, and 
this applies to all other departments and the renresentatives who came to heacs 
quarters were received aloneg they celiborated with the Fuchrer alone, ant 
left alonce 

ås far as foreign political activity is concerned, I would like to say 
that in rerarc to keeping in touch with the Foreizn Office ==- as Steengrnacht 
has already touched upon in a small way == all of these connections were on th 
basis of international law e- as far as prisoners of war were concerned, 
dealings with protective powers, and the sphere which anpeared to steengracht 

of military attaches came through tho Foreign Offic: 

During the wur, these reports, of coursc, were of special interest, and they 
brought about certain contactse e had to complain thtt we received these 
reports too late from the Forcien Office or that we wanted our reports direct, 
rather thon having them circumvented, but as far as the rest is concerned, I 
would like to emphasize that there was no collaboration of any kind or nay 


community of work between the Forcien Office and the \/ehrmachte 
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Q sbout ten days ago 
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submitted by the prosecution, 


"Thoughts of the Fuchrer about the Waffen Ss" 


ment of the 90K- 


cocu 


sa hy 
1S set f ‘orth: 


stablished that the Cissemination of the 


the Waffen SS can only 


‘ocument? 


The origin 


after therwar in Frence Hitler 


aa 


$ jaff en oo 


were 


had been annuxec. to various 


to divisions and they wer 


Then this createc 


Generals, anc it was said th 


that there was only one group 


ani this promise had been 


in-chicf of the army spoke to 


ating affair, General 
Lonec 


the Fuchr 


ot concerned 


by the army its 


dissemination shoul take 


istribute 


that this might hve a 


woul. be police troops which 


nized at home, Th 
whst my position is ot 
active 


time I was in saying 


ten percent is mentionec, 


lost the cheracter which it originally 


army 
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document, with the approval of 


calming 
coulc 
erefore I be 
pr csent 
that matte 


Then it cevelopes that 


wanted an indcpen 


into special units, Up until that time 


grou,s, Now inde in- 


be independant formations or units from now on in. 


army, it brought about depression among the 


anc then sentem 


who coult. be arms, an. that was the Wehrmacht, 


what Then the Commandcere 


the adjutant of Hitli bout this rather exasper- 


t then returnec the passage, which is ment- 


Hitler, personally was with 


to the army, 


Of 


nt, for the Wehrmacht 


ontent 


announcement : that in this case 


fror 


l Lig 


anc it wos satisfzctory, Brauchitsch 


ven to the smallest unit this announcement so 


anu quieting influence on the thet these 


arny $ 


not be usec in war if they were not rucoge= 


lieve is the backgrounc, anc if I am asked 


matter I woulc to 


on this say that at that 


crs should their limits; I believe 


after 1942 this formation 


haracter of elite 


j 
dii 


troops, 
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and it wes not to be confused, and I was afraiu that someday this instrument 
f the “affen SS, which was more than twenty divisions strongn, that it would 
one day be an army with a Jifferent ideology. anu I hac the grestvet misgiv- 
ings bout this matter, especially now, 2s the things which had come into 
being dic not have a selective characternany more, ås far as officers anc men 
were concurnee there was a transfer of personnel; it wos not a selection of 
luntcers. I co not belicve that I need to coment further on this point. 

Q The prosecution has sumitted .ocument L-2ll tome, It has the heacing 
"The Carrying Out of the Var as a Problen of Organization," It contains the 
position taken by the OK.) to the memorancun of the Commondeurein-Chicf of the 
arny regarcing the organization of the leacurs > the Wehrmacht. This 
docuncnt was submitte: in order to show thot the OXU anc you as its chicf had 
aggressive tendencies anc had put then down in this stucy, I cssume that you 
remember this study, and whet you can about the sccusation which. is based 
on this stucy? 

was subiittec to me preliminary interrogations,.and I recall 
its oxistence, of course, In this connection I wust mention the cntucecents 

the background, It is not «x ggerated that in the first ycars of--.in 192\ 

, 
is shortly after the completion of the First World Wor, I. believe that 
11 countries which had pariicipated there was- extensive Literature about 
"what is the most expedient way for the luadurship of. the 
Wehrmach I wrote this, and I know people in the United States. and England 
anc in France who were afterward concerned with the problem af. Kriegs itzeng- 
lieccrung" (Organization of highest army echelon) about which Blomberg saig 


p 


that his position was solution number eight, 
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that seven had been disposed of already. ånd in this connection there was 
rather 2a struczle between the OKH and the Gencral Staff against the idea of a 
comprehensive leadership of the ‘chrmacht, and with the demani of a large 
General Staff as in the past to have the leacership potential fixed that way. 
Blomberge had faded from the scene the army con- 
it opportune to bring this mtter once more under discussione there- 
fore, this memorandum was the result, and that which we see now as a stury is 
the answere 
I collaborated in this answer, and I can vouch for Jocl and myself that 
we were the only men who worked on thise And I can establish that at that 
time there was no concrete problem, or there was nothing in the nature of pre- 
paratory work in case of a ware We were not concerned with that problem at 
were concerned only because there had been some investigation and some 
memoranda that we set forth the solutions which to us seemed the right ones. 
THE PRES ] Doesn't the document speak for itself? He says he colla- 


that he wasn't concerned with it at all, so that is all tha 


clarify some of the 

in- addition, Mr. Tresident. 
cument book ty S necrned, do submit the affidavit rerarding 

General Staf ined by Keitel and Jodl. It is number two of 

should have that before youe 
PRESIDEN Is that the affidavit of the 28th of March? 
LTE: he 29th of March, Your Honor. 
The first one in the book, or where is it? 

q parte 


But what page? 


NELTE: There is no consecutive pagination; it is just a table of 


contents, and under that you will find it as number twoe 
THE PRESIDENT: Are you quoting then from Le21l now? Are you finished 
with that? 


DR. NELTE: This affidavit 
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BY DR. NELTE: 

% Now, I will turf to the complex questions which concern rearmament, 
and the case of Austria, Czechoslovakia, and so forthe I would like to ask you 
about the accusation of the prosecution that you participated in the prepara- 

of axzgressive warse 

So that we can understand cach other, and you can give yaur answers 
correctly, it must be cloar just what is meant by arzressive ware Can you tell 
me your views on that subject? 

scldier, I must ssy that the concent “ageressive war" does not 


very much to me i / SenSsc, as such. ʻe did know about aggressive 
on, or defonsive actions, actions of retreat and how to carry thom out, 
according to my own sersonal and solcierly feeling, the concept "arrres- 
> war" is a purely political concept and not a military, solcicrly one. 
I mean by that, that tho ‘fehrmacht, or the soldier, is a tool of politics, 
but he is not called upon to decide or to judee whether we are concerned with 
aggressive war or not, so far as military actions are concerned, 
ble te say briefly, to summarize this, that military 
were not the decisive ones and should not have been such, and that 


4 


decisions were not the mission of the soldier, but of the statesman, 
te Then you mean to say that << and I rather imagine this applies to 
all commanders-in-chief and offices connected therewith =-= as far 


qucstion of whether a war would be an aggressive war or would he conducted for 
the defense of a country, in the final a \ whet} 2 war is a just war 
or not, thet does not fall into the sphere of your professional deliberations? 
Ae Nos that is what I wis} to express, 

Then that is an explanation which you are rivinr. However, you are 
not only 2 soldier, you are a personality as well, a personality who has a 
life cf his own, an inner life. In that respect, didn't you have thoughts 
about an action which had been planned, that some of these thines might be 
unjust? . 


ñe I believe that I can say to that, only as far as my military career 


and development is concerned, that I grew up with traditional thoughts, ond we 
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were not concerned with these questicnse Naturally, one has an opinion of 
one's own and one has a life of one's own, but as far as professional functions 
oldier anc officer are conecrned, when you are a soldier and officer you 


have given away your personal and private life, and your life as a soldier 
& i L; = t 9 J 


T did not feel, and consequently cannot confirm, so far as this is 


concerned, that I thought about these purely political questions, and that I 


was of the oninion that a soldier can demand that he can have the confidence 


of the state leadership; onc, therefore, he is called unon to do his duty 
and to obey. 
Perhaps we can take up the questions one by onee 
Did you knw Hitler's plans for rearmament, an the, later, plans for 
aggression, as the prosecution contende I am concerned chiefly with February 
1933 to, let us say, 1938. 

It was clear to me that with the aprointment of Hitler as Chancellor, 
undoubtedly we soldiers would have o different leadership and wuld have a 
aifferent position in the Reich, and that the military factor would find new 
and different considerations than had been the 
ahiled, frankly anc openly, that at the head e Reich Yovernment 
was ¢ man who had decided to bring about an era which was to lead us 
from condi 

In that wey I must c hat so f 18s plans and intentions 


armament were concerned, 


At any event, in the yer 933 tho late summer, I resigned from 
activities at the jr ™ str; l spent two years at the front. I 
of time when the Jchrhcheit == that is, military 
independence -= hac been reestablished; rearmament hal been declare? 
was carried on orenlye In the time of my absence I did not follow these 
matters e 
At any rate, in the time from 1935 to 1938, during which I was chief 


with Blomberg, I, of course, saw and experienced everything which took nlace 


7063 
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in connection with rearmament and what was done on the nart of the Var Ministry 


in this respect. 


te Di2 you know thit the occupation cf the #hinelani -= that is, of the 


demilitarized zone =- and the reestablishing of the Vehrhoheit and conscrin- 
tion, tho establishment of on air force anè the increasing of the number of 
soldicrs, wis a violation of the Versailles Treaty? 

ie So far as the verbatim language of the Versailles Treaty is con- 
eccrned, as long as we acknowlel¢ed the cxistence of the Treaty, the terms cf 
the Treaty, of course, did not permit any of those things. å study of the 
Tr aty of Versailles, I can say, was made very intensively in crcer to find 
loopholes through which we could, without violatine the Trenty, take measures 
Which would not find us guilty of breaking the Treaty. That was in connection 
with the Neichsverteitigungst Ausschuss (Reich Defense Committee). e were 
concerned with that. 

After 1935 conditions were different, and after my return as Chief, with 
Blomberg, I must state frankly that I had no misrivines as to whethor the 
question rested with us in any way as to whether it was a violation of the 
Tronty of Versailles, because the things which did take place happened openly, 

t had been declared by us that we would raise 36 divisions. Discussions had 
taken place, and I could not see anything which in any was would be considered 
as a violation of the Treaty, or which could be considered as such by our 

fe all knew about it, and it was our wish anà our will to do everything 
to be free of the territorial and military chains of the Treaty of Versailles. 
And I must say frankly that any soldier cr officer who did not have similar 
feclings towards his country would bo very worthless, in my estimation. 

te In these proceedings, on order, Ce124, was shown, or a command, 
which hears your sirneturce e are concerned with aerial reconnaisance' and 
movements of U-boats at the time of the occunation of the Rhineland . 
Participation on your vart, so far as the occupation of the Rhincland was 


concerned, was mentioned. In what capacity did you sign this crder or Cecree? 
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Ae Von Blomberg had decreed thise It was a mission which General von 
Blomberg had given me, ani I transmitted this decree to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Navy an? of the Air Foree. I recall that we were concerned 
with supervisory mensures which were to be established durins those days in 


which the three battalions were marching into the demilitarized zone, 
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Dic you, until your appointment 2s the chief of the OKW, from Hitler 
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himself or through other channels, have kmowlecge of those things for which 
there were plans in existence which, contrary to expressed peaceful assurances 
by Hitler, were to be put into effect only through war? 

A I cannot remembere In this period of time until the first practical 
measures were taken in the case of Austria I heare ab-ut a program cr a 
programmatic establishment of a plan which was to go into years. I must say 
also that we were so occupied and so busy with the reorganization of the 
small army of seven ‘ivisions into’ an expanded unite-to have them expanded 
twice and three timese-anc the creation of an air force, which was non= 
existent, that in these years one would have to? 
that we were concerned completely anc wholly with organizational problems. 

I have already described the methods of work use* by Hitler, anc we 
can draw the conclusion that it is a9 lutely clear that we never heard 
about these things. 

Did you, up until the lth of February, 1935, have any personal 


connection with Hitler? 


In the years 1935 to 1938, as chief with von Blomber » I saw the 


Fuehrer three timese He dic mt say one word to me and he dic not know me. 
If he knew anything at all about me it coul? only have been throuch von 
Blomberge <Any contact either with the Fuehrer himself or through other ways, 
perhaps throuch prominent personazeSe=I had no contacts with hime My first 
conversation with him was in the last lays of January before I was 

into office, 

4 Dic you know about the meeting with Hitler in Novenber of 1937? 
Jitn't you hear about that conference? There was a ccnfercnce in which 
Hitler, as it is allege’, made public his last will and tes amente 

In the preliminary interrogation uncer oath I have stated that 
I did not know about this, an’ that I for the first tire saw the minutes or 
a record of this meetinge I believe it is the Hoszbach documente and I 
Co not in any way remember that von Blomberg after this conference gave me 
any Cirections that I was to take any preparatory measures. That is ‘cfinitely 
not the case, 


Lic you know of the territorial ceman’s art of Hitler? 
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Yes. I must affim thate I had received word, and I knew from 
publie political Ciscussions, that a series of territorial pretlems, as 
& result of the Treaty of Versailles, was an aim--to have these territorial 
matters settled in one way or another sooner or laters that is correct. 
9 And what did you think about the realization or the way of the 
solution of these territorial problems at that time? 

A I only saw these things and evaluatec them as far as they concerned 
military problems. I can say only in 1935, when I left my troops, none 
of these 2h civisions which were to be establisha existed. I considered 
all of this, nt fmm the point of view of political aims, Lut with the 
sober consideration that we could not Jo anything through military means 
if we had no military means at our disposal. 

AS a result of that, in my case I was concerned with the program of 
rearmament, anc in 1935 the endeterm for the navy was 1915, Therefore, we 
had ten years in which to raise a concentrated wehrmachte 

Therefore, when these problems approached me in a political way I dia 
not, consi“er then acute, for I consivered it impossible to realize these 
plans in ways other than were 

How can you explain ‘the zeneral directives of June 1935 for 
Preparation for mobilization? 

This document is actually a general instructicn for mobilization 
ami was in line with our traditional general staff tendency which hac heen 
in existence even before the First World War =- that Something like thet must, 


principle, be prepared f re Dut as far as political 


planning on the part of Hikler was c neerned, it hag nothing to co with any 


planning of that Sort, for at that time I was alreacy the chief of staff with 
Blomberg ane Jodl was at that time concerned with landesverteici;un: (land 
a bit presumptuous fcr me to say that we were very 

tisfied that at last we were beginning to tell the Wehrmacht every 
year with vhat it was to concern itself Spiritually and theoretically, In 

l education in line with the general staff tradition which I received, 
it was the chief aim cf the directive of this sort that travels were to 
be Opped, This was the way in old officialeom, But I cannot say whether 


Blomberg had thoughts of elligerent complications cr whether he was respone 
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sible for such thcughts or in what way he may have been influenced by 
Hitler, but I am surethat Hitler never saw this document. It was an 


internal problem of the Wehrmacht, 


But in it you find a reference to "Fall Otto" (Case Otto), and 


you know that that was the affair with Austrias 
Yes, I remember of course, the Case Otto; and, as is plain to 
see from the name, Otto von Hapsburg is meant. Certainly there were certain 
reports about an attempted restoration, and with this condition perhaps 
an armed intervention was to take places but the Fuehrer, Adolf Hitler, wishe: 
to opose thate He cid not wish a restjyration cf the monarchy in Austria, 
Later on there was a connection in the case of the Anschluss, but I co noty 
I believe, need to mention thate Perhaps I may refer to this latere 
In any event, thinss were such that on the basis of the deliberations 
by the army a preparation was at hand which w | bring about the Case Otto. 
You wish to say that on the basis cf this general “irective con- 
orders were not given to the effect that the Case Ottom- 
You mean annexation? san. say only that which I experienced when 
I was sent by Hitler to General Bec [ went into the sbtucy and said that 
the Fuehrer demandec that you repo 
the preparation which already c3 entual invasion of Austria, 
and the then General Beck said, "We have prepared nothings nothing at all," 
hat your participation in the invasion 
of 4ustria was put into effect in March of 1938. I have a cirective rerardin 


Can you state that the whole matter was improvised, so 
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Ae I remember that this order was issued to the Commander=in=Chief of 
the Army and to the other commandcrseinechief. It was given out that every- 
thing was improvised an’ this was to be the recording of facts, facts which 

and had been put into practice, or the commands anc or“ers had been 
sivon orally an’ in detail as to how things were to take “lace and how they 
actually cid take place on the 12th of March, the “ay of the invasion of 
refer to tho anteecdents of the Case Austrian. ‘You 
mow that 3 lary of Joel's it is stated that Schuschnics is signing only 
1 


under the pre e politice on’ militarily. In what way cit you 


take vart in this conference o lzburr, which tock place with 
Schuschnirr? 
May I ecommlete my previcus answer by saying that from this we can 
morning, that the issuing of the order whic 
was received, actually te I in the evening, for there could have been 
no practical effect betwee i evening and 6 in the morning, sand things 
started rolling in that short veriod of time. 
» ther stion, as to my participation at Obersalzbure 
soy the foll in that respect: 
ction in which I participated. In the evening 
at Obersalzburz on the 10th. 
There, on th ‘ay the day which has been mentioned freq 
visit of the Fe han Schuschnirs, k place. Shortly after 
arrive yi n> idea as to why I had been summoned -- I met Gencral von 
who had come from Munich and General of the Air Force Sperrles so 


1 


Generals were present when perhaps about 10:30 Mr. Schuschnige 


hac never attended a conference or a political action of this 
id not know just whot was to do, an? I must tell you this 
otherwise you will not understand what I have to say from now ons 
course of the day I could see that with three renresentstives of the | 


it was to be a military demonstration, and I may call it suche 
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In the preliminary interrogation and through later discussions I was 
one? just as to what that meant, that in the afternoon suddenly my 
name was called and Iwas to visit the Fuehrer. I went into the room to see 
Fuchrer =- and it may perhaps sound stranre if I say that when I entered 
room I thoucht that he would ive me a directive, but used the words, 
He told me that Schuschnigg wanted to concuct a short 
sh foreign minister, Mre Schmidt; and beyond that I have nothing 
mly assure you that not one word about this political action, 
which was so imminent, was told me =e only from the fact that Mre Schuschnigg 
left only in the evenine an“ further conferences took places 
ic Generals sat in anterooms, ani before my departure I 
throuzh a document, about mob 
with the brinrineg in cf military 
ns to a conclusion, and the pressure-- 
threuch thise 
in the vresence of Goebbels and 
to be brourht ine Canaris was 
lunich : in orde > Conclude this matter it is not without interest that 
Chief of Intellige who hac been present, Lahousen, 
of the Jehrmacht that we did not fall 
for this bluff ind indubitably I gave Jodl the motive and the reason for his 
entry in the ‘iary, even thou is a little drastically stated, for that 
was my first sharp imoressione 


re the measures against Austria? 


invasion by 
fronte ie crossed highways to Braunau, 
proceeded to Vienna, An‘ soberly speaking, it 


true thet in covery village and eve twon that we na l we were received 


ost enthusiastically and t? Arny marched step b; ep with us, the 


non frmye Not a shot was hea m the other side, on the other hand, th 
id military significance; it traveled from Passau 
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to Vienna and arrived in Vienne. This division was on hand for the parade the 
next daye That v a very sober picture of thet which I have seene 
le How, we will come to the question of Czechoslovakine hen for the 
first time did Hitler ad j he question of Czechoslovakia and his designs 
ani intentions in that regard? 
I believe six to cight weeks after the invasion in .ustria -- that 
of mril. +he other took place in the miccle 
following form: 
alled to the Reich Chancellery. The Fuchrer 
unon which the welleknown direct- 
antececents are we known through the 
cements o preliminary 


the first 


of Czechoslovaki: 
I believe that evening, at that short meeting, we did not have time 
Fuchrer did not diaeuss the political 
essary measures, ani he gave me these problems for deliberation. 
not say whether we would be content with the Sudetenland or whether on 
break through Fo ess of Czechoslovakia. 


In any through 
preparation Ta se mace, there was to be a conflict with Creche 


should be 
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You know that in the record about the conference Hitler and Gencral 
of March, there has been two versions, that a lightning action 
of an incident would bs consierec cessary, ani in one, after 
the word "incident" there is, such as the assassination of a German Ambassador 
in à demonstration hostile to Germany, while in the second version after the 
Nincicent" there is only "for example". Can you please clarify this, 
of the incident? 
Ae I saw the notes as taken by Schmundt for the first time herce 
not receive any documents to work withe No record was madee It is a sub- 
sequent setting down of notes by an adjutant. As far as the accuracy is 


a 


concerned, I not wish to doubt it, for memory would not permit me to say 
But this question is considered significant, that is, 
the assassination > Gorman Ambassador in Prarue. I never hac knowledge 
just for the reason why anythine 
beon+said that the Ambassador might be 
assassinnted or something like and said that if the Ambassaco 
said the war of 1914 arose through the a 


That the impression that a war 


would be created throucth a provocation on our side, I never ha that impressior 


in this situation 


3 


like something further about this recorle 


Perhaps we hac better adjourn nawe 


The Tribunal adjourned until 4 April 1946, at 1000 hours.) 





